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Members update – September 2020 
 

We are well and truly into the later stages of the year and whilst Covid-19 restrictions 

have not eased, it’s really good to see that the vast majority of our members have 

adapted well with the procedures the club has put in place. 

 

We are still maintaining the 10 people maximum allowed in the snooker room and 

players on Tuesday and Thursday competitions have shown strong support for this. 

 

Midweek Comps. 

The main comp winners for August were Bryne Smith, Nev Robinson, David Ross, Joe Caridi x2, 

Brian Exley, Rod Ross and Des Turner with the runners up being Chris De-Azevedo x2 , Joe Caridi, 

Peter Campbell, Rod Ross x2, Steve Nestdale and Nev Robinson. 

 

Looking at some of the results we have had a few big movers on their handicaps, Nev Robinson as 

had 22 points taken off since the start of the year he is now playing off 30. Rod Ross has also hit his 

mark with losing 20 points and is playing off 37 and finally another mover is Joe Caridi who is down 11 

points to 35. Well done to you all. 

 

Junior Development 

The junior development program has recommenced with the four experienced lads all getting back 

into their snooker. The current program has them developing their ball placement and break 

building skills involving play around the black, splitting and promoting the reds, doing the “rainbow” 

and an emphasis on safety play. They play a “safety battle” each session, best of 5, and numerous 

members have noted with a little chagrin that they are coming along very well in this regard. The 

other aspects of play will become a regular part of their game and should see good progress in the 

coming months. 

 

One of our newest members, Grant Schirmer, has come on board recently to assist and his expertise will 

be of great benefit. Other accomplished players would be most welcome to come along, play matches 

with the lads, and take them through the strategies of higher standard play and to provide 

encouragement. You will get a sense of achievement helping these fine young men develop into A grade 

standard players. 

 

Due to the COVID19 restrictions no recruitment & training program has been initiated for 2020 but 

this will be reviewed when the situation returns to normal. Individual juniors wishing to learn will 

always be welcome, just contact Peter Campbell 0481 342 289 to arrange. 

 

Des Turner Teams Comp. 

The Des Turner teams event is well under way on Wednesday evenings with the Young Ones playing their 

first game since the restrictions came into place with a convincing 4-1 win against the Blackjacks. Team 

members Chris De-Azevedo, Cooper Thomson & Kane Woolway are playing with confidence. Another 

junior, Nero Hanna is playing well with JNJ and they had a convincing 4-1 win against the Unjagables. 
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Sunday Comp. 

Last Sunday saw the return of our Sponsored Sunday comp but with a new format split into 2 

Comps with Comp 1 starting at 9.30am and Comp 2 beginning at 2.00pm. There was a maximum of 8 

players per Comp, in 2 groups of 4 players in a single frame round robin. The top 2 of each group played 

semi-finals and a final to determine the winner. 

 

Comp 1 winner was Mark Johnson and runner up was Grant Schirmer. Comp 2 winner was Graham 

Wilson with Jessica Woods runner up. High breaks were Grant (35) in Comp 1 and Jessica (30) in Comp 2. 

 

Many thanks to Brian Green, Len Caccioppoli for refereeing all day and our secretary Jimmy Thomson for 

running the events. It was also pleasing to see some old faces attend. 

 

Eamonn Duff Handicap 

The committee are now arranging the finer details of the Eamonn Duff handicap event, which will be 

played on October long weekend.  

 

So far, we have 60 entries and due to COVID organised gathering and room capacity restrictions, and the 

Queensland border controls, we have made the difficult decision that this will be divided into 2 venues.  

 

For all NSW players the venue will be Club Banora and for all Qld based players the venue will be 

Southport Snooker club. We wish to place on record our appreciation to Southport for their kind offer. 

 

The club secretary has already sent out information to the players who have nominated, but for those 

that are interested, there will be 2 events this year and therefore 2 winners. One QLD winner and one 

NSW winner. The committee know that it is not ideal but we are doing our best to provide a fair and 

practical solution so that everyone who wants to compete can compete. 

 

Until the next update, I hope you all stay safe, enjoy our snooker games and good potting. 

 

 

Mark Johnson 

Club President 

3rd September 2020 
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