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NSW Junior Snooker Championship – 14th & 15th December 2019 
 

Twin Towns Club Banora Snooker would like to show 

our appreciation to the Twin Towns Services 

Community Foundation Board for the backing of 3 of 

our promising Juniors to attend the NSW State 

Championships in Hornsby last weekend. The 3 boys 

(Christiano De Azevedo, Kane Woolway, and Cooper 

Thomson) were the product of our snooker clubs very 

first Junior Development Program in 2018. 

Being able to provide 3 juniors out of the 10 who 

participated is a huge coup for our club and has given 

us exposure with Billiards & Snooker Association of 

New South Wales (BSANSW). 

The funding of each junior and their guardian, plus the 

willingness to support a 4th junior (Nero Hanna) who 

recently came through our Junior Development 

Program 2019, was a huge help. Nero’s family felt it just 

came too soon for him but we very much expect him to 

participate next year. 

It was a massive weekend of competitive snooker and 

billiards plus the wonderful opportunity to access 

coaching in both formats of the game through 

accredited NSW Coaches during the weekend. The boys were required to compete in full tournament 

dress code which is a new experience for them. As you can see from the photographs, they looked 

fantastic and were a credit to our club and the sport. 

Over the weekend, the 3 boys played a series of one frame matches in a round robin format which 

gave them 9 matches each. The table to the left shows the final standings with the top 4 going into the 

semi-finals. In an agonisingly close finish both 

Cooper and Christiano finished on the same 

win/loss record, with Cooper scraping through 

as a result of winning their match on the final 

pink. 

Cooper came up against multiple winner and 

defending champion Denzel Nicholson in the 

semi-final. Despite winning their match in the 

group stage, Denzel got revenge for that loss 

by winning 2-0. Denzel went on the win the 

Championship again with a 3-0 win in the final. 

Cooper also got to the semi-final stage of the 

billiards with Christiano only just missing out 

on a semi-final spot too. Kane, with no 

experience in billiards, did not take part in that 

event and decided to spend time being 

coached which was great for his development. 
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One of the outcomes from the event is for BSANSW to select a team of 6 players to compete in the 

ABSC (Australian Billiards & Snooker Council) in Albury from 5th to 13th January 2020. 

Both Cooper Thomson and Christiano De Azevedo have been selected to play. They will represent 

BSANSW in the National Team Titles. In addition, they have earned the right to participate as 

individuals in the National Titles that will run alongside the Team events. To have 2 players from Twin 

Towns Club Banora Snooker at the Nationals is an incredible achievement and a tremendous 

endorsement of the work being put in at a local level to develop our juniors. 

Here are some further photographs from the Hornsby event and we very much look forward to further 

success in Albury in a few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper plays Kane 

Kane at the table 

Christiano in action 

The players and prizes 
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Cooper practices 

his billiards 

Kane receives some 

billiards coaching 

Snooker potting 

practice for Christiano  

Christiano, Cooper, and Kane receive their awards  
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