
Members Update – Eamonn Duff - October 2019 

 

1/ Eamonn Duff Tournament 

The Eamonn Duff Tournament completed over the October long 

weekend, 5th – 7th October, was an outstanding success. The snooker 

was of a very high standard with numerous tight and entertaining 

matches. The tournament has grown in stature and now draws players 

from a much wider range of clubs. 

This tournament we had 54 starters with reserves, players coming 

from Moree, Tamworth, Port Macquarie, Ballina, Lismore, Casino, 

Southport and a host of Brisbane clubs such as Sherwood, Redcliffe, 

Redlands, Matchroom, Bribie & QMasters. My apologies if I have 

missed any other participating clubs. Reserves were from Armidale, 

Sydney (Tatts?) and Nelson Bay. 

A very pleasing feature was the number of players from the fairer sex, 

notably winner Jessica Woods but accompanied by young Lily 

Meldrum, Lucy Zimmerman, Millee O’Neill and Tea Smith.  

The juniors are also gaining in number, four years ago we had none, 

this year five. Runner up and reigning Australian Under 15’s 

Champion Xavier Daw was a revelation, Xavier played some brilliant 

snooker and has a very good attitude and demeanour which will see 

him in good stead in the years ahead. The other juniors were Chris 

Deazevedo, Cooper Thomson, Jayden Dinga and Lily Meldrum. They 

will be a force to reckon with in the not too distant future. 

A feature of the tournament organisation was the information 

displayed on the TV screens to keep the players informed. This 

involved the match display order, next match called and other 

information such as the respective highest breaks which were all 

regularly updated on the TV screens for each match as the tournament 

progressed. Our resident IT man, Secretary Jimmy Thomson did a 

magnificent job in arranging the displays and it made the tournament 

run so smoothly. Everyone was aware what was happening. Well 

done Jimmy. 



 

 

Results 

The winner was Jessica Woods who defeated Xavier Daw in the final 

3-1. Jess compiled an 87 break in the final frame to seal a very good 

display overall during the tournament.  

Xavier also had a very fine tournament, providing some polished 

displays. In his quarter-final match with Dennis Payne, he blasted 

through the 1st frame in less than 10 minutes, the 2nd frame in about 

20 minutes or slightly less. Dennis did not spend a lot of time on his 

feet in this match. 

Semi-finalists were Dave Dern (lost to Jess) and Craig Russ (lost to 

Xavier ) 

Quarter-finalists – Steve Springer, Ron Shephard, Dennis Payne & 

Luke Poile. 

Round of 16 – Jack Malone, Chris Dietrich, Lily Meldrum, Peter 

Taylor, Jim Wicks, Bob Morton, Geoff Lorkin & Chee Yap 

Consolation Event 

Winner – Jimmy Thomson defeating Nathan Cox 

Semi-finalists – Dennis Payne & John Simpson 

Quarter-finalists – 

Darren Harris, Anthony Martin, Lucy Zimmerman & Brian Green 

 

Highest Breaks 

0 – 20  Jess Woods – 87 

21 – 40  Xavier Daw – 48 

41 – 60  Peter Taylor – 23 

 



Handicap Break 

Jess Woods 87 plus H/cap 0   - 87 

 

A few tit-bits from the tournament. Young Cooper Thomson played 

probably the most incisive shot of the day, stretching hard for a stroke 

and splitting his trousers. Not such a huge problem just yet Coop but 

watch out down the track. 

Several players dressed formally during the Saturday & Sunday which 

is always pleasing to see and appreciated. Those involved in the 

Quarter-finals onward on the Monday were required to dress formally 

and did so, looking all the part of a good snooker player. Best dressed 

outside the Monday quarter-finalists upwards was undoubtedly Chris 

Deazevedo and Harry Mahia, both sporting full formal tournament 

dress, vests, long sleeves, dress trousers and shoes for their respective 

matches, even though this was not required of them. It is most 

welcome to see such respect for the traditions of the game from those 

players on the Sat/Sun and then again on the Monday.  

Phil Haycock, top class player and well known to many of us 

thoroughly enjoyed the tournament as a spectator/coach. Xavier Daw 

and Lily Meldrum are two of his current protégé’s, both performing 

admirably. The winner Jessica Woods is also a former protégé. You 

could say Phil was on good terms with himself at the conclusion of 

the tournament. He did admit to a bout of nerves in the final however. 

All in all it was a very successful and enjoyable tournament. The 

camaraderie among the players and spectators was excellent all 

weekend which are the vibes we all want to enjoy. 

Congratulations to all those who entered the tournament and made it 

the success it was. Our thanks again to our valued and loyal sponsors, 

the host of players and supporters who offered their assistance during 

the tournament, the Board, management and staff of Twin Towns 

Services Club and particularly those at Club Banora, and lastly, a 

special vote of thanks to Secretary Jimmy Thomson for a great job 

well done. 



We look forward to your company again in 2020. 

Peter Campbell 

President 

Twin Towns Snooker Club 


